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1 This short statement addresses the agricultural land quality of a site of approximately 5.5 

ha at Pont Rhyd-y-Cyff, Maesteg. 

 

2 The site is shown edged red on the following plan. 

  

 

3 The area is shown on the Welsh Government Predictive Agricultural Land Classification 

(ALC) Map 2 (2020) as comprising land that forms a mixture of land in non agricultural use 

(notably land adjacent to the river) and land falling within ALC Grade 4. 
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4 The relevant extract from the Predictive Map 2 (2020), with the site edged for reference, is 

shown below. 

 Predictive Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) Map 2 

 

 

 

5 The Welsh Government Guidance Note (March 2020) that accompanies the Predictive 

Agricultural Land Classification Map (Wales) is attached.  This describes the purpose of the 

Predictive Map.  It states that “planning applications and Local Development Plans are 

expected to be supported by survey evidence where BMV agricultural land is an 

issue for consideration” (section 2, third paragraph). 

 

6 BMV agricultural land is the Best and Most Versatile and comprises Grades 1, 2 and 3a, as 

defined in Planning Policy Wales (2018). 

 

7 The Survey Decision Flowchart shows that, where land is shown on the predictive map as 

Grades 3b, 4 and 5 (as here) “Survey Not Required”. 

 

Conclusions 

8 The land on this site is classified as Grade 4 “poor quality” land.   

 

9 Accordingly none of the land is of BMV quality and no ALC survey is required.   

 

10 It follows that the policy in Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10), paragraphs 3.54 and 3.55, 

which provide policy to protect land of BMV quality, are not relevant to this site. 

 

 



 

 3 KCC2927 ALCA Sept 20 Final 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 

Welsh Government Guidance Note 
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